
Paul Crespin. An important, and unusual, pair of George II Serving
Dishes made in London in 1754 by Paul Crespin. From the
Collection of the 1st Earl of Hardwicke at Wimpole Hall.
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Description

The Dishes are modelled in a large shaped oval form with raised sides decorated with gadrooning.  The
centre is engraved with a contemporary Armorial, flanked by supporters, and with the motto “ NEC CUPIAS
NEC METUAS” engraved on a banner below.  This is all surmounted by the Coronet of an Earl.  The
reverse is well marked and displays their original engraved scratch weight and their number within the
dinner service. The border is also engraved with a second Crest.  The Dishes are of the finest quality as
would be expected from this highly important maker.  Both dishes are in excellent condition, showing limited
wear on the front surface.The Arms, Cornet & Motto are those of Philip Yorke, 1st Earl of Hardwicke, PC (1
December 1690 – 6 March 1764).  He was an English lawyer and politician who served as Lord High
Chancellor of Great Britain. He was a close confidant of the Duke of Newcastle, Prime Minister between
1754 and 1756 and 1757 until 1762.A son of Philip Yorke, an attorney, he was born at Dover. Through his
mother, Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Richard Gibbon of Rolvenden, Kent, he was connected with
the family of Edward Gibbon the historian. He was educated at a school in Bethnal Green run by Samuel
Morland, a nonconformist.[1] At age 16, Yorke entered the attorney's office of Charles Salkeld in Holborn,
London. He was entered at the Middle Temple in November 1708, and perhaps recommended by his
employer to Lord Chief Justice Parker as law tutor to his sons. In 1715, Yorke was called to the bar, where
his progress was, according to Lord Campbell, more rapid than that of any other debutant in the annals of
the profession, his advancement being greatly furthered by the patronage of Thomas Parker, 1st Earl of
Macclesfield, who became Lord Chancellor in 1718, when Yorke transferred his practice from the King's
Bench to the Court of Chancery, though he continued to go on the Western Circuit. In the following year he
established his reputation as an equity lawyer in a case in which Robert Walpole's family was interested, by
an argument displaying profound learning and research concerning the jurisdiction of the chancellor, on
lines which he afterwards more fully developed in a celebrated letter to Lord Kames on the distinction
between law and equity. Through the Earl of Macclesfield's influence with the Duke of Newcastle Yorke
entered parliament in 1719 as member for Lewes, and was appointed solicitor-general, with a knighthood,
in 1720, although he was then a barrister of only four years standing. On 16 May 1719 he married
Margaret, daughter of Charles Cocks (by his wife Mary Cocks, sister of Lord Chancellor Somers) and
widow of William Lygon (who died without issue in 1716),[2] by whom he had five sons and two
daughters: Philip Yorke, Viscount Royston (1720–1790), who succeeded himHon. Charles Yorke
(1722–1770), became, like his father, Lord ChancellorLady Elizabeth Yorke (1725–1760), married Lord
AnsonHon. Joseph Yorke (d. 1792), a diplomat, created Baron DoverHon. John Yorke (1728–1801),
Member of Parliament for Reigate and Higham FerrersHon. James Yorke (1730–1808), became Bishop of
ElyLady Margaret Yorke...
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